Prostitution in Europe
alcohol, irregular hours, disease, combine to bring about speedy and far-reaching demoralization. Moral idiocy, covetousness, aversion to work, vanity, inclination to steal, libidinousness, may be acquired as well as native traits; they may be qualities exaggerated, even if not altogether bred in the course of the career. ^ The personality of the ^prostitute," Bloch contends, "is the re-esu!Fl:ather than the. reason of her occupation."2T-Branthwaite holds that even the so-called "temperamental prostitute," with morbidly violent sexual desire, is apt to be tfce product of her way of life: in the majority of his cases he believes the symptom to be a " characteristic acquired by habit/'28 Undoubtedly personal or anthropological factors are usually involved: for if it were a question of milieu alone, all affected by it would succumb. But the exact extent to which the anthropological factor is congenital defect or only jtaperfect education and protection remains as yet to be settled.
However this may turn out, the peril of the milieu remains. It increases in geometric ratio with the feebleness of the girl, to whatever cause that feebleness be due. The reason of this may best be comprehended, if the question is approached from the opposite end. Let us ask, not why some women fall, but why others go straight. A certain number, undoubtedly, because of sheer character; these are the women who lead righteous lives under all circumstances whatsoever; for they are made of the hardy fiber that withstands any kind of
27 "Die   Prostitution,"   Vol.   i,   p.   331.    Parent-Duchatelet   do-scribes the type excellently: loc. cit.f Chapter II.
28 Report, 1909, loc.  cit., p. 24.
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